Hoosiers Concerned About Gun Violence

former HCGV
president Dr.
Steve Duniop
to Senator
Dan Coates

I am writing to urge you to follow up
concerning H.R. 822, the National
Right to Carry Reciprocity Act. You
need to be aware of the defects and
dangers of this bill if it comes to the
Senate for consideration.

The bill overrides the right of states
to regulate who may carry guns in
their communities, a traditional right
of state and local communities. Even
in the days of the 0ld West, towns
tired of barroom gun fights regulated
the carrying of guns.

Indiana already has a robust handgun
concealed-carry framework for its
own citizens, which exceeds federal
and many state standards including:

prohibitions on carrying by dan-
gerous individuals. Indiana re-
quires that an applicant be a “pro-
per person” to receive a permit,
prohibiting:

eindividuals who have been con- -
victed of resisting law enforcement
in the B years prior to the applica-
tion;

e individuals with a record of alco-
hol or drug abuse, including those
who have at leagt two drug-crime
violations if one resulted in a mis-
demeanor conviction by a court or
treatment in a drug abuse facility
in the B years prior to the applica-
tion;

eindividuals with a record support-
ing the belief that the applicant has
a “propensity for violent or emo-
tionally unstable conduct;”

«individuals convicted of a mis-
demeanor crime involving an in-
ability to safely handle a handgun,;

eindividuals convicted of violating
miSdénieanor state handgun laws
in the B years prior to the applica-
tion.

Local law enforcement has limited
discretion to approve or deny a
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carry permit. Applicants must
have a “good character and repu-
tation.” Applicants must have a
“proper reason” for carrying a fire-
arm, such as self-defense.

H.R. 822 will be a great boon to gun
traffickers. Gun traffickers with a
permit from any state will be able
to buy and carry quantities of guns
between states without question.
Law enforcement would be requir-
ed to actually catch them in a sale

Yo prevent their ability to peddle

gunsin a state. The one clear
relationship to the above is higher
rates of homicide in states with
higher rates of gun ownership.

The bill is opposed by the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice, the Major Cities Chiefs Assoc-
iation, National Latino Peace Offi-
cers Association, and the National
Organization of Black Law Enforce-
ment. It is also opposed by the 600
mayors of Mayors Against lllegal
Guns. This bill deserves a “no”
vote. The federal government has
no business increasing the difficul-
ties of states and localities to cope
with gun violence and trafficking.

Note: H.R. 822 passed the House
Judiciary Committee 19-10.
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Appleby, professor of his-

tory and the John M. Regan
director of the Krol Institute

for International Peace
Studies at the University of
Notre Dame. “Is religion a

source of violent and non-

violence in the world?” His

AN AK477? REALLY?

Did you know that a Florida
Company is trying to
convince its customers that
they need an AK47 (pic-
tured at left) to protect their
businesses? With that kind
of firepower, they could blow
away evePYthing in their
store along with any robber!
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LOST AND DANGEROUS

1

Norway shooter Anders Breivik
killing 88 people on an island summer camp,

sayshe purchased ten 80

MISSING GUNS

they have left gun manufacturers
inventory without a record of being legally

sold

)

485 guns that have gone missing. In other

The Brady Center (named after Jim Brady
who nearly lost his life in the attempted
agsassination of President Reagan) reports
that since 2009 there have been at least
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4 INDIANA PEDIATRICIANS WROTE
A COLUMN INTHE INDIANAPOLIS
TAR DEPLORING GUN-RELAT
IOLENCE THAT HAS TAKEN THE
LIVES OF MORETHAN 5,000
CHILDREN INTHE LAST 20 YEARS
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In four weeks, guns were responsible
for the deaths of five young children
in various communities throughout
Indiana. These accidental shootings
are tragic, not only because young
lives were brought to an end too soon,
but four of them were preventable.

These shootings oceurred in the home
where the children lived or played,
when the children were by them-
selves or with friends and a loaded
gun was found. Since 1990, gun-
related violence has killed more than
8,000 children across America.

Children are naturally curious and
lack the ability to reason through
their actions. Even though parents
can-and should talk to children about
not touching guns, some children will
still act on impulse or some will mis-
takenly think the gun is a. toy. Chil-
dren should not be responsible for
gun safety.

The best course of action would be to
keep guns out of homes where
children live or play. But if a family

Gun violence is a joke to Texas Gov. Rick
Perry, at one time the front-runner for the
Republican nomination for president. Said he:
“I’m in favor of gun control. Use both hands!”

4 those households keep at least one

By the Numbers

must have a gun in the home, it is
essential to keep guns stored se-
curely, either in a gun box or safe,
with the ammunition stored separ-
ately. Forty per cent of American
households have guns and 40% of

gun unlocked; 13% keep & gun un-
locked and loaded.

To help parents talk to other parents
about guns in homes, the Indiana
chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics has playdate safety cards
to jumpstart the conversation. In
addition to space for the i)arent to
write down their contact information,
it has a list of injury-related questions
to ask another parent.

These cards are availableat

www.inaap.org.
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The above numbers Tepresent the
gj&m murders per 100,000 Pbopula-
tioninthe U g Indiana rankg 17th
but is higher than the nationg]
average, which ig 2.98 per 100,000,
Interestingly, only Georgia of the
top ten more 8un violent gtateg has
a Population ag large ag Indiana,
Indiana, ig bunched with Michigan
New York, Pennsylvanis, and N OI’tl,l
Carolina in itg rate of gun murders,

Physicians, educators and child-
care providers can download the
cards to make them available at
their own clinics, schools and
daycare centers. It is important
that the community works
together with pediatricians and
other physicians to prevent gun
deaths and injuries to children.

Nerissa S. Bauer, Dawn Hunt,
Joe O’Neill and Sarah M.

Stelzner. .

Bob Sanders, Bob Friedly
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LATE BREAKING NEWS. HR. 822 passed the House of Representatives by
272 - 154. All amendments aimed to weaken the bill were defeated. The six
Indiana Republicans voted in favor of HL.R. 822. So did Democrats Andre Carson
and Joe Donnelly. Only Peter Viscloskey, Democrat, of the Indiana delegation
voted nay.



